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A.D.  1875,  18^  February.  N°  596.- 


Sustaining  Artificial  Teeth  by  Atmospheric  Pressure. 


(This  Invention  received  Provisional  Protection  only.) 

PROVISIONAL  SPECIFICATION  left  by  Walter  Whitehouse  at  the 

Office  of  the  Commissioners  of  Patents,  with  his  Petition,  on  the 
18th  February  1875. 

I,  Walter  Whitehouse,  of  Pimlico,  in  the  City  of  Westminster, 
5  Surgeon  Dentist,  do  hereby  declare  the  nature  of  the  said  Invention  for 
“  Improved  Means  foe  Sustaining  Aetificiai,  Teeth  in  the  Mouth,”  to  be 
as  follows : — 

My  Invention  relates  to  improved  means  of  sustaining  artificial  teeth 
in  the  mouth  by  atmospheric  pressure,  and  it  consists  in  the  employment 
10  of  a  peculiar  flexible  disc  or  diaphragm  (or  more  than  one  according  to 
the  size  and  peculiarities  of  the  mouth)  applied  in  the  usual  vulcanite, 
metal,  or  other  mounting  or  base  of  artificial  teeth  in  such  a  way  that 
when  the  mount  is  placed  in  position  in  the  mouth  a  space  will  be  left 
beneath  the  flexible  disc,  whence  the  air  will  be  expelled  on  the  disc 
15  being  pressed  up  against  the  surface  of  the  mouth.  On  the  pressure 
being  removed  the  disc  will  tend  by  its  elasticity  to  resume  its  original 
position,  thereby  creating  a  partial  vacuum  beneath  it.  In  this  manner 
the  artificial  teeth  are  sustained  by  atmospheric  pressure  without  the 
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Whitehouse's  Improved  Method  of  Sustaining  Artificial  Teeth . 

aid  of  wires,  clasps,  or  springs.  The  flexible  disc  or  diaphragm  thus 
forms  the  top  of  a  sort  of  vacuum  or  suction  chamber,  formed  by  making 
an  opening  in  the  mounting  or  base  and  inserting  the  flexible  disc 
(which  is  of  specially  prepared  vulcanite)  in  its  place,  a  ring  of  the 
flexible  vulcanite  being  also  provided  on  the  under  side  and  surrounding  5 
the  disc  so  as  to  press  closely  against  the  surface  of  the  gums  to  prevent 
the  inlet  of  air  when  the  vacuum  is  formed. 

A  feature  of  my  Invention  consists  in  preserving  the  flexible  disc 
from  the  action  of  the  saliva  by  coating  it  with  a  layer  of  gold,  or  other 
suitable  metal  placed  on  each  side  of  the  disc  before  it  is  vulcanized.  10 
In  the  absence  of  this  protective  coating  the  disc  would  be  liable  to 
rapidly  perish.,  .  .  . 


LONDON : 

Printed  by  George  Edward  Eyre  and  William  Spottiswoode, 
Printers  to  the  Queen’s  most  Excellent  Majesty.  1875. 
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